
Reading is dreaming  

with open eyes! 
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Welcome to our first edition of the East 

Dene Reading Newsletter. Each edition 

will include a wealth of information and 

activities to help support your child with 

reading at home. Happy Reading! 

The Winter Mini Challenge is on!  

 

The Winter Mini Reading Challenge is a free reading challenge for children up to the age of 11. The theme for the Challenge is 

"Everyone is a Hero"- aimed at discovering heroes big and small by reading brilliant 

books. 

Taking part in the Winter Mini Challenge is simple: all you have to do is read at least 

three books between Tuesday 1 December 2020 and Friday 15 January 2021.  

Once you have read a book, add it to your website profile and write a review to let 

everyone know what you thought: https://api.readingagency.org.uk/users/sign_up  

Add 3 books (or more) to complete the Challenge and become a Reading Hero! There 

is a certificate and limited edition virtual badge for everyone who takes part. There is even a handy Reading Record to help keep track 

of your winter reads. Get yours here. 

For more information, visit their website: https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news/general/winter-mini-challenge-2020 

Picture Books for Older Readers  

Picture books offer beautiful illustrations, captivating stories and subtle lessons that 

help develop children’s reading skills.  

There are some fantastic benefits to older children reading picture books:  

 Visual literacy - ‘Reading’ pictures is crucial to comprehension. In  pictures books, 

children look at the illustrations and use critical thinking skills to see how they fit 

with the story. 

 Vocabulary development - Picture books often include rich vocabulary at a high 

reading level. 

 Expand horizons - Picture books open the world to children by exposing them to 

vivid illustrations of other lands and cultures. 

 The reason behind the rhyme - This focus on sounds helps children to  learn letter 

sounds and blending. 

 

Click on the link below for a list of recommended picture books: 

Y3/4 Recommended Picture Books 

Y5/6 Recommended Picture Books 

Why is RED so important? 

1. Reading teaches children about the 

world around them.  

2. Through reading a 

range of texts, your 

child’s vocabulary will 

expand and improve.  

3. Reading allows chil-

dren to develop their 

imagination and a sense 

of curiosity and wonder. 

4. Reading helps chil-

dren to develop empathy 

– they can imagine how 

a character is feeling and 

think about how they 

would feel in certain situations. 

Recommended Reads: click the books for 

more information! 

 

 

                                         

 

Vocabulary Victors!  

Start a word bank! Note down any       

unknown vocabulary that you come across 

while reading over the holidays. Can you 

find the definition of these words? Can you 

think of any synonyms or antonyms? 

Click here for your own personal          

vocabulary bank to complete at home.  

We would love for you to share these with 

your class teacher on Dojo!  

https://api.readingagency.org.uk/users/sign_up
https://tra-resources.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/entries/document/4735/Reading_Record__choose_flip_on_short_edge_to_print.pdf
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news/general/winter-mini-challenge-2020
https://eastdene.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Year-3-4-Reading-List.pdf
https://eastdene.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Year-5-6-Reading-List.pdf
https://eastdeneprimary-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/j_mcnally_eastdene_org/ETt7TMQjCdNMpd2kbPILT2sB1woj6yuMdalOZl2XDAq8hA?e=9cTD3h
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Time-Travelling-Hamster-Ross-Welford/dp/000815631X
https://www.amazon.co.uk/All-Things-That-Could-Wrong/dp/1471145425
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Legend-Kevin-Roly-Poly-Flying-Adventure/dp/0192766090/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+legend+of+kevin&qid=1608221164&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Skies-Above-My-Eyes/dp/1910277681/ref=asc_df_1910277681/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=310855476898&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=5904294010398562500&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1007027&hvtargid=pla

