
Y6 – Why do some civilisations leave a lasting legacy? 
Significance 
 

Enquiry question  Substantive knowledge Key 
vocabulary 

Disciplinary knowledge 

1 Where and when was Ancient 
Greece? 

Chronology 

Where was Ancient Greece 
located and what physical 
features shaped it?  
When did Ancient Greece 
exist and what were some 
key events in its history? 

Ancient 
Greece 
Civilisation 
City-state 
Chronology 
Athens 

Chronological 
Understanding  
Analyse patterns, 
trends and connections 
across different periods 
and places. 
 
Historical Enquiry 
Formulate, investigate 
and answer complex 
historical enquiries 
using evidence. 
 
Sources and Evidence 
Critically evaluate 
provenance, reliability 
and utility, using 
multiple sources to 
support conclusions. 
 
Historical 
Interpretations 
Critically analyse 
interpretations, 
considering context, 
purpose and evidence 
used. 
 
Historical 
Communication and 
Argument 
Construct balanced 
historical arguments 
and reach 
substantiated 
conclusions. 

2 How was Ancient Athens 
different from Britain today? 

Similarity and Difference 

How did democracy work in 
Athens?  
What was daily life like for 
different groups in Athenian 
society? 

Democracy 
Citizen 
Assembly 
Education 
Society 

3 
 

How were Sparta and Athens 
similar and different? 

Similarity and Difference 

What were the key features 
of Spartan society?  
How did Sparta and Athens 
govern and educate their 
people differently? 

Sparta 
Athens 
Military 
Government 
Citizen 

4 Where and when was Early 
Islamic Civilisation? 

Change and Continuity 

How did Early Islamic 
Civilisation spread?  
What regions became part of 
the Islamic world? 

Islam  
Caliphate 
Empire 
Trade 
Civilisation 

5 What was so special about 
Baghdad? 

Cause and Consequence 

Why did Baghdad become a 
centre of trade and learning?  
What impact did the House of 
Wisdom have? 

Baghdad 
House of 
Wisdom  
Scholar 
Trade 
Consequence 

6 How did Islamic scholars 
influence the wider world? 

Sources and Evidence 

What discoveries did Islamic 
scholars make in medicine, 
mathematics and astronomy?  
How were Islamic discoveries 
and ideas transmitted across 
the world? 

Scholar 
Algebra 
Medicine 
Astronomy 
Evidence 

7 Which achievements from 
Ancient Greece and Early 
Islamic Civilisation still affect 
us today? 

Significance 

Which Greek achievements 
have had a lasting impact?  
Which Islamic achievements 
continue to influence our 
world today? 

Legacy  
Achievement 
Influence 
Significance 
Impact 



8 Showcase Option 1: Legacy Museum Exhibition 
Which civilisation left the most lasting legacy for the modern world? 
Significance, Sources & Evidence 
 
Showcase Option 2: Legacy Debate and Recommendation 
Why do some civilisations leave a lasting legacy while others are less remembered? 
Significance, Historical Interpretation 

 

 


