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CONSTRUCTION COMMON PLAY BEHAVIOURS PROGRESSION
LIFTING, CARRYING AND MOVING

As children move blocks, you may notice H)ey are exlb/oring a Ipar*icu/ar schema. As their Iphysica/ and cognhtive skills a’eve/olp, their

movement of blocks and construction kits shows how their movements link fo a Ip/om Hyey have in mind.

EMERGING DEVELOPING EATENDING

| can carry blocks | can use ba g5 [ can move blocks

/ ick d
| can Pic/e up smaller | can +urn 4o p/ace can pick up and move

Msing different

/ can lp/c/e MID /ar ge Whi/e wa//eing and : o beetindottay small Fieces “Si”ﬁ resources such as
squat down to put blocks using smaller blocks in different containers fo carr Y fingers o reposition 3
blocks 4 P 9 P ’pu//eys, s+rmg and

and ID/ace blocks fabric fo move them

movements POSH"O“S blocks and move

them

them in a new

Ipasi?‘ion cnre{u//y with a F/an in mind

Lypica/ agw[necﬂzﬁons




- A A A A A2

CONSTRUCTION COMMON PLAY BEHAVIOURS PROGRESSION

STACKING AND LINING UP

As children use blocks and construction kits to build lines and fowers, H)ey ex'p/ore cause and effect and forces. They o/eve/olp resilience

as Hrey rebuild when a fower falls

EMERGING DEVELOPING EITENDING

| can J'o[n

| can build a construction pieces | can place blocks of | can use my spatial

c e
fower and knock by pushinﬁ them different sizes fo E

”L alown *ogeﬂler 7L0 ma/ee

oregietiowersior build fowers that are

*ﬂ” and s*ab/e

fowers or lines lines
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CONSTRUCTION COMMON PLAY BEHAVIOURS PROGRESSION

Bui/ding bria/ges su,plnorfs the c/eve/olomeml of physica/ skills, inc/ua/ing coordination and motor In/anning.

EMERGING DEVELOPING EXTENDING
| can p/ace one a i

can combine | can include

can build a bridge
block on *olp of mu/?tilple Fieces ridge alongside with a p/om and

another two o 7Lo creonte a other alter it if needed

create a bridge bria/ge arrangements such as ma/eing it
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CONSTRUCTION COMMON PLAY BEHAVIOURS PROGRESSION

ENCLOSING

Ma/eing enclosures may be an exp/ora*ion of a schema. These constructions, as with others, become more intricate and carefu//y

/ can use bIOCIQS ana

construction foys of I can P lace P jeces

*oge*her focusing on

the same size fo

ke simpl ma/eing one enclosue
make simple

enc/osures

,p/omneo/ as childrens skills a/eve/olp.

DEVELOPING EITENDING

/ can ma/ee a .
/ can mc/ua/e eVlC/OSMreS

/ can ma/ee PMI‘POS@FM/ GHCIOSMFQ,

| can make mu/'fip/e

a/ongsia/e other

enc/osures USIVlg enc/osures MSI.Vlg ChOOSIVlg Whlch PI@CZS / arromgemen+s such B

different sized Pieces different sized pieces need fo use fo make it fowers, brio/ges, and lines

accora/ing fo ifs in my constructions

IDM"IDOSQ

I_%nica/ agwpec*aﬁons
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CONSTRUCTION COMMON PLAY BEHAVIOURS PROGRESSION
MAKING PATTERNS

Ma/eing PaHerns sulplporfs Physica/ skills and spaﬁa/ awareness. | his also Provia/es olplpor*unifies fo communicate and build vocabu/ary

linked +o shalpe, size, and lnaHern. Consider ways fo sulp,por* communication for all children; for examp/e, include communication boards

[ can ex’n/are block
and communicate
my inferest in their
size H'rough what
fhey make, ges*ure

ana’ wort dS

and consider core signs and vocabu/ary fo be used in this area.

DEVELOPING

/ begin fo exp/ore

| can describe what |
have built and talk
bria/ges and about what | am bui/ding

using fowers, lines,

enclosures fogeﬂler as | do it

EATENDING

| can build with clear
IpaHern inc/uding

| can plan what | wan
fo build and think about
what resources | need

fo build what | have in

mind

s‘rjmme*ry and
combinations afpieces
to create the shalpes
*hey have p/anned

Lypica/ agw[nec*aﬁons
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CONSTRUCTION COMMON PLAY BEHAVIOURS PROGRESSION

Provia/ing construction kits that are Joineo/ in different ways sulplnor*s the c/eve/o/omemt of Inh_Ljsica/ skills. P/acing on 7Lolp or next fo:
children Ip/ace blocks *ogeﬂwer /oy IbuHing one on 7‘0’19 of or next o another. Pushing *ogeﬂ)er-' children fix Ipieces *oge#ver Iay Pushing

them *oge#;er. This suppor*s the deve/olvmemt of lphysica/ and cogni?tive skills.

EMERGING DEVELOPING EITENDING

| can P/ace blocks | can fix pieces | can turn construction
*ogefher by p/acin_q 7L09e7%er on Pushing foys to join them
them on top or next them together together at different
fo each other
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CONSTRUCTION COMMON PLAY BEHAVIOURS PROGRESSION
REPRESENTING AND IMAGING

As childrens physica/, cogni?tive, and social skills a/eve/olp, H)ey begin fo use construction 7Loys fo relpresenf other Hn'ngs, moving from

first-hand experiences fo stories and fam‘asy. As adults comment on what children are bui/ding and share in their re,presen*mtions,

Hwey SMlDPOF'IL ano/ encoumge Hve a/eve/olumemt oflbrefena/ lo/ay ana/ s*ory*e//ing.

EMERGING DEVELOPING EITENDING

can use blocks 1o can use blocks ana

can use ges*ures or I can use blocks and I can use available conchruction fo fel [ can Ip/an and build

resources to build props stories linked 1o
for s+ory+e//in_q

words 4o describe the represenf familiar construction o refell resources | need for

Oljec‘fs, of‘)ten which are familiar stories and

sha/oe and size of the my imaginary P/“9 and

adaimt them fo suit the
purpose of them

. simi/ar Se @n Ui @ recreate events from their famtasy and share a
blocks or construction 9 9 : : I .
first hand experience more complex narrative

block as a lbhone
with others

TLOHS

Lypica/ agw[necﬂzﬁons
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CONSTRUCTION COMMON PLAY BEHAVIOURS PROGRESSION
BULLDING TOGETHER

Blocks and construction areas can Provia’e oppor*uni*ies for children o exp/ore ideas on their own and with others. (/fsing these spaces

sulplporfs them 1o understand that other children have different goa/s and ideas, and can Iprovia/e olplpor*uni*ies for them o o/eve/olp the

COH'FIH@HCZ 7LO say when *hey WOM/d ///ee 7LO P/ay a/one as we// as *ojoin oH)ers' lDIOIy and o/eve/olo ideas *ogeﬂwer.

EMERGING DEVELOPING EITENDING

| exp/ore ownershilp by [ can build a/ongside

want fo exlp/ore o | am interested in | share resources and | can talk to others

build on my own but *a/eing blocks and other children often what other children build *ogeﬂyer. We move about my ideas and

Wn[h SUFFO'.’L / o COHS‘ITMC'HOH +0g$ o#ner sharing resources and o bwldmg and COFy /arger Pieces *age%er /is‘/'en _/_0 'H]eir ideas'

: Feop/e are using and agreeing with others
respec?t o*her Peolnles ma_q Sa_lj which ones are whmt H)ey need whm‘ Hley do

space e

and wmy coopermte We agree on hOW '/'0

using equ@umen* build 7‘oge7%er.

Lypica/ agw[necﬂzﬁons




	Construction Common Play Behaviours Progression
	Lifting, carrying and moving
	Developing
	= F1
	= F2
	= Y1
	As children move blocks, you may notice they are exploring a particular schema. As their physical and cognitive skills develop, their movement of blocks and construction kits shows how their movements link to a plan they have in mind.

	Emerging
	Extending
	I can pick up large blocks
	I can carry blocks while walking and squat down to put them in a new position
	I can pick up smaller blocks using smaller movements



	Construction Common Play Behaviours Progression
	Stacking and lining up
	Developing
	I can join construction pieces by pushing them together to make towers or lines
	I can place blocks of different sizes to create towers or lines
	I can place blocks of a similar size on top or next to each other
	I can build a tower and knock it down
	I can use my spatial awareness to plan and build towers that are tall and stable
	I can use resources to create longer lines that go around objects

	As children use blocks and construction kits to build lines and towers, they explore cause and effect and forces. They develop resilience as they rebuild when a tower falls.

	Extending
	Emerging


	Construction Common Play Behaviours Progression
	Bridging
	Developing
	Emerging
	Extending
	I can combine multiple pieces to create a bridge
	I can include a bridge alongside other arrangements
	I can place one block on top of another two to create a bridge
	I can build a bridge with a plan and alter it if needed such as making it wider
	= F1
	= F2
	= Y1


	Building bridges supports the development of physical skills, including coordination and motor planning.



	Construction Common Play Behaviours Progression
	Enclosing
	Developing
	I can make enclosures using different sized pieces
	I can make multiple enclosures using different sized pieces
	I can use blocks and construction toys of the same size to make simple enclosures
	I can place pieces together focusing on making one enclosue
	I can make a purposeful enclosure, choosing which pieces I need to use to make it according to it’s purpose
	= F1
	= F2
	= Y1
	= F2

	Making enclosures may be an exploration of a schema. These constructions, as with others, become more intricate and carefully planned as children’s skills develop.

	Extending
	Emerging


	Construction Common Play Behaviours Progression
	Making patterns
	Developing
	I begin to explore using towers, lines, bridges and enclosures together
	I can describe what I have built and talk about what I am building as I do it
	I can explore blocks and communicate my interest in their size through what they make, gesture and words
	I can plan what I want to build and think about what resources I need to build what I have in mind
	= F1
	= F2
	= Y1
	= F1
	= F2
	= Y1


	Extending
	Making patterns supports physical skills and spatial awareness. This also provides opportunities to communicate and build vocabulary linked to shape, size, and pattern. Consider ways to support communication for all children; for example, include communication boards and consider core signs and vocabulary to be used in this area.

	Emerging


	Construction Common Play Behaviours Progression
	Joining
	Developing
	I can fix pieces together by pushing them together
	I can turn construction toys to join them together at different points
	I can place blocks together by placing them on top or next to each other
	I can hold and turn pieces to connect them including nuts and bolts
	= F1
	= F2
	= Y1
	= F1
	= F2
	= Y1

	I can use tools to join pieces of construction together

	Extending
	Providing construction kits that are joined in different ways supports the development of physical skills. Placing on top or next to: children place blocks together by putting one on top of or next to another. Pushing together: children fix pieces together by pushing them together. This supports the development of physical and cognitive skills.

	Emerging


	Construction Common Play Behaviours Progression
	Representing and imaging
	Developing
	I can use available resources to build props for storytelling
	I can use gestures or words to describe the shape and size of the blocks or construction toys
	I can use blocks to represent familiar objects, often which are similar size eg using a block as a phone
	I can use blocks and construction to tell stories linked to fantasy and share a more complex narrative with others
	= F1
	= F2
	= Y1
	= F1
	= F2
	= Y1

	I can plan and build resources I need for my imaginary play and adapt them to suit the purpose of them
	As children’s physical, cognitive, and social skills develop, they begin to use construction toys to represent other things, moving from first-hand experiences to stories and fantasy. As adults comment on what children are building and share in their representations, they support and encourage the development of pretend play and storytelling.

	Extending
	Emerging


	Construction Common Play Behaviours Progression
	Building together
	Developing
	I am interested in what other children are building and copy what they do
	I want to explore and build on my own but with support I can respect other people’s space
	= F1
	= F2
	= Y1
	= F1
	= F2
	= Y1

	Blocks and construction areas can provide opportunities for children to explore ideas on their own and with others. Using these spaces supports them to understand that other children have different goals and ideas, and can provide opportunities for them to develop the confidence to say when they would like to play alone as well as to join others’ play and develop ideas together.

	Extending
	Emerging



