
 
 

Religious Education Progression of language. 

The table below shows the vocabulary each year group will focus on. The language is built up and revisited 
over time, so vocabulary is not exclusive to only one year group. Each year teachers will review and revisit 
previously taught vocabulary to ensure specific language and definitions are embedded. The definitions 
ensure consistency through year groups across school. 

Year 1 
Christianity 

 
 

 

The Son of God. 

 

 

A person who created the heavens and the earth. 

 

 

The Mother of Jesus. 

 

 

An agent of god. 

 

 

A town. 

 

 

Followers of Jesus. 

 

  

A remarkable event. 

 

  

A lecture by a preacher. 

 Parable  A short story that teaches a moral. 



 

 

 

People who believe that Jesus Christ is the son of God. 

 

 

Is a religion focussed on the life and teaching of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

The Christian Holy book. 

Islam 

 

The act of creating or of causing something to exist. 

 

 

A common religious supernatural place. 

 

 

People who practice religion of Islam. 

 

 

Is a religion showing submission to the will of God (Allah). 

 

 

The Islam holy book. 

 

 

 



 

       Judaism 

 

The Holy Jewish book 

Year 2 
Christianity Celebration  A time of special importance. 

 Rite of passage A celebration. 
 Baptism A Christian celebration of birth. 
 Marriage A Christian partnership of love. 
 Funeral To pray for the soul of the deceased. 
 Holy communion A celebration which takes place during Passover. 
 Easter  A celebration to mark the resurrection of Jesus. 
 Prey  To speak to a god. 
 Cross  The symbol of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. 
 Heaven A place where the people of god live after death. 
   

Islam Islamic new year 
 

 

 Day of Ashura A holy day for Muslims. 
 Mawlid al-Nabi  
 Mosque  A place of worship. 
 Hafiz  A person who memorises and recites the Qur’an. 
 Islam A religion. 
 Muslim  Followers of Islam. 
 God Allah is the god of Islam. 
 Alah The God of Islam. 
 Temple  A place of worship. 
 Mosque A place of worship. 
 Qur’an Holy book of Islam. 
 Eid  
 Fasting  
 Ramadan  

Year 3 
Christianity Bethlehem  – A town. 

 Pilgrimage  – A journey. 
 Nativity  – Explains the story of Jesus. 
 Mary & Joseph  – Key people in the Christian Christmas story. 
 Nazareth  – A city in Israel. 
 Herod  – The name of a king. 
   

Hinduism Diwali A festival of light. 
 Rama and Sita Key people in a famous Hindu story. 
 Ravana A king of the island Lanka. 
 Hanuman A Hindu god. 
 Lakshmi A popular goddess. 
 Divas An annual celebration. 
 Rangoli A traditional art form. 
   



 

Islam Five pillars Five key practices that Muslims are obliged to fulfil. 
 Salat,Shahadah, 

Zakat, Sawn, Hajj 
Names of the five pillars. 

 Allah The god of Muslims. 
 Pilgrimage A journey. 
 Ramadan A month of fasting. 
 Mosque Islam place of worship. 
 Tasmiyah/Basmalah A traditional prayer. 
 Adhan The Islamic call to prayer. 
 The mahr A contract some Muslims enter into upon marriage. 
 The mikah A ceremony for a Muslim couple to be legally wed under Islamic 

law. 
 The walima The marriage banquet. 
 Mangni ceremony An engagement in anticipation of a future Mikah. 
 Salatul Janazah The Islamic funeral prayer. 
 fatihah The First chapter of the Qur’an. 
   

Year 4 
Christianity Bible Christian holy book. 

 Mary Jones Key person in a bible story. 
 Preist A minister 
 Church Christian place of worship. 
 Adam & Eve A famous bible story. 
 Noah’s Ark A famous bible story. 
 Old testament First part of the bible. 
 New testament Second part of the bible. 

Buddhism Festival A celebration. 
 Buddha One who has attained wisdom. 
 Siddhartha Gautama The founder of Buddhism. 
 Temple place of worship. 
 Meditate focus the mind in silence or chanting. 
 Reincarnate Reborn in another body. 
 Ying Yang The balance between two opposites. 
 Vasak A traditional Buddhist festival. 
 Dharma Wheel A symbol 
 The ploughing festival A traditional Buddhist festival. 
 Loy Krathong An annual festival. 
 Songkran A celebration to mark the start of the Buddhist New Year. 
 Nirvana The goal of the Buddhist path. 
 Parinirvana Commonly used to refer to nirvana-after-death. 
   

Hinduism Aum symbol This symbolises the universe and the ultimate reality. 
 Brahma  One of the major gods of Hindism. 
 Saraswati The wife of the great God Brahma. 
 Neasden temple A Hindu temple in London. 
 Vishnu One of the principle Hindu deities. 
 Lakshmi The wife of Vishnu. 
 Shiva One of the principle Hindu deities. 
 Ganesha The elephant-headed Hindu god of beginnings. 
 Shrine A small area where Hindus can worship daily. 



 

 Mandir A symbolic house designed to bring humans and gods together. 
 Murti A general term for an image, statue or idol of deity or mortal in 

Hindu. 
 Prasad Food and water offered to a deity during worship. 
 Puja Ceremonial worship. 
   

Year 5 
Christianity Bible Christian holy book. 

 Old testament First part of the bible. 
 New testament Second part of the bible. 
 The book of Psalms Provides instructions and songs. 
 The Gospels Stories told about Jesus. 
 Genesis A famous bible story. 
 Adam & Eve A famous Bible story. 
 Garden of Eden Where Adam & Eve lived. 

Islam Mecca Town where Muhammad was born. 
 Medina The capital city. 
 Khadijaah Muhammad’s wife. 
 Qur’an Holy book of Islam 
 Prophet A person who shares Allah’s messages. 
 Persecuted Subjected to hostility or ill treatment. 
 Ramadan A time of spiritual reflection. 
   

Sikhism Reincarnation A person dies; their soul is born again. 
 Guru Granth Sahib –  Sikh holy book. 
 Antam Ardas –  Final prayer. 
 Gurdwara Sikh place of worship. 
 Khanda The symbol of the Sikh faith. 
 Guru Narak The founder of Sikhism. 
 The Kirpin a small dagger/sword. 
 The Kaccha A loose under garment. 
 The Kanga A small comb. 
 The Kara A metal bracelet. 
 The Kesh Hair. 
 Antam Sanskar Sikh funeral. 
 Amrit Sikh baptism. 
 Anand Karaj Sikh wedding. 
 Mool Mantra A passage from the Guru 
   

Year 6 
Christianity Noah’s ark 

Jonah and the whale 
Josephs coat 
David and Goliath 
Ruth and Naomi 
The Exodus 
The birth of Jesus 
Feeding the five 
thousand 
The Easter story 

Titles of famous bible stories 
 



 

David and the lion’s 
den 
John the Baptist 

 Old testament First part of the bible. 
 New testament second part of the bible. 
 Genesis First book of the old testament 
 Revelation last book of the new testament. 
   

Islam Qur’an Holy book of Islam. 
 Sacred Something that is sacred is holy. 
 Rihal Special stand where the Qur’an is stored. 
 Compassionate Feel or shows pity, sympathy and understanding. 
 Merciful Shows kindness and forgiveness. 
 Madrasah A school at the Mosque 

Judaism Abraham The founder of Judaism 
 Torah The Jewish holy book. 
 Synagogue or temple Jewish place of worship. 
 Hebrew The language which the Torah is written inn. 
 Siddur Jewish prayer book. 
 Shabbat A day for families to spend time together and relax. 
 Kippah Small cap to cover the head. 
 Tallit A traditional shawl. 
 Tzitzit Tassels on the tallit. 
 Tefillin Small box containing passages from the Torah. 
 Shema A special prayer. 
 Brit Milah Birth ceremony for boys. 
 Bar Mitzvah Son of commandments. 
 Drar Torah A speech made at the Bar Mitzvah ceremony. 
 Tzedakah A term used for charity. 
 Rabbi Jewish spiritual leader or teacher. 
 Cantor/chazzan A person who leads the congregation. 
 Yad A pointer used to touch the Torah. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 


