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Our Approach to Supporting Children with

SEND in EYFS 
At Coleridge Primary School, we want every child to feel safe, happy,

included and able to achieve their best. We have high expectations for
all children, including children with SEND, and we focus on their

individual strengths, needs and wellbeing.

We know that children learn best when they feel secure and valued.
Positive relationships are at the heart of our approach. We take time

to understand each child, support their emotional wellbeing and help
them feel that they belong.

We aim to meet children's needs through high-quality teaching and
thoughtful adaptations, helping children with SEND to learn, play and
develop alongside their peers wherever possible. Where a child needs

something more personalised, we provide this through targeted
support, interventions and individualised learning.

We work closely with families to identify needs early and make sure
the right support is put in place. We use the Assess, Plan, Do, Review
approach to understand what each child needs, put support in place

and regularly check what is working.

Most importantly, we want every child to feel known, valued and
included. By working together with families, we can help every child

make progress from their own starting point and feel confident about
their next steps.



Emotion Coaching

Emotion coaching is a key part of our approach to
behaviour management for all children in EYFS,

including those with SEND. It focuses on building
nurturing, supportive relationships that encourage

children to reflect. It helps children to be regulated and
resisliant and follows four steps.

1) Recognise and Empathise
2)Label and Validate
3)Set Expectations
4) Problem Solve

We do not jump straight to setting expectations or
expecting children to solve the issue, as we know that
this is not possible and children are able to recongise

how they are feeling, and why they feel that way.

A key part of our conversations with children focuses on
the idea that while all feelings are okay, all behaviours

are not.





ShREC

ShREC is the approach that we use to ensure that we have high
quality interactions with all children, including those with SEND It
can be used whether children use verbal communication or not. It

follows four steps -

1) Share attention
2) Respond
3) Expland

4) Conversation



Zones of Regulation

Children are taught what each zone represents through
their PSED learning. Each child will place there photo in

the zone that they are in when they come into school
each day. Staff will check in and discuss this with them
during the day. When we are having emotion coaching
conversations with child, we will link this to zones of

regulations wherever possible. 



Early Identification of need



Pupil Passports 
Pupil passports are created for children on the schools Inclusion and Monitoring register.
This is used when we have concerns about a child’s development and feel extra support
and some adapted provision is needed. Children will have two targets set that are
individualised and specific to their needs. These will be reviewed and updated at least
once a term but will often need updating and altering more often than this. t. Children will
be on a pupil passport for a maximum of one academic year, at which point a decision
about next steps for the child will be made. Children can be taken off a pupil passport if
there is no longer concerns about their development, this will also be shared with parents.

1.) All targets must be individualised and appropriate.
Concerns around a child’s development in a specific area may arise from staff observations,
conversations with parents, or through data. It is important that targets children are given are
linked to these areas of need.
 
2) Targets must be specific and measurable.
E.g. ‘To build relationship with the staff in their class.’ is not a suitable target. It doesn’t detail
the skill that the child is developing and is difficult to measure to know whether it has been
met or not.

E.g. ‘To use gesture or vocalisation to make a request to a familiar member of staff at least 5
times” is a suitable target. It details the skill that the child is developing (communication of a
request) and is clear on how it will be measured. All staff know that once this skill has been
shown 5 times, it can be adapted to further develop the child’s skills. If at the end of the
review period it has not been met 5 times, we know that it is not currently a suitable target for
the child.

3) The provision must be clearly detailed.
Once a target has been set, we need to list the provision that we will provide to support the
child in meeting this target. This might include particularly activities we will do, resources we
will use or interventions the child will take part in. The provision must link clearly to the target
set.

4) Targets are updated and changed at least each term.
All pupil passports must be reviewed and updated at the end of each term (Autumn 2, Spring
2 and Summer 2). However, when children have clearly met their targets earlier than this, new
ones can be set earlier.
If a child has not met their target by the end of the review period, it cannot just be left the
same for another term. Either the target needs to be adapted to make it more achievable, or
the provision needs to be altered to give the child additional support. 



Pupil Passports 

This sheet can be used for all staff working with the child to add
comments which may support the class teacher when targets are
being reviewed. It is helpful for staff to write a short comment
about what happened, where, which adult was present, whether the
skill was prompted, supported or independent etc,



SEND Support Plan

A SEND Support Plan is usually the next step after a Pupil Passport when a
pupil has a higher level of need, or has been on a Pupil Passport for some

time with little or no progress. When a pupil has a SEND Support Plan, they
are placed on the SEND Register. The plan gives us a clearer picture of the

pupil’s needs, with specific targets and strategies to help them make
progress. 

The plan is created and reviewed with parents, with termly SEND Review
meetings involving the family and SENDCo to discuss progress, what is

working well and what may need to change. The plan must be updated at
least three times a year, although it can be reviewed and added to more

often if needed. 

A child on a SEND Support Plan may also benefit from an Early Years
Development Journal, which can help us record and track their progress
over time. At the end of each term (Autumn 2, Spring 2, Summer 2) these

sections will need to be updated 
- 

Part 5 (My development): An update on the child’s development in
Communication and Interaction, Cognition and Learning, Social Emotional

and Mental Health, Sensory and Physical and Independence. 

Part 6 (Relevant observations, assessment and progress information): An
update on the child’s progress using the data from the end of that term. We
enter what stage they are on and the number of steps of progress that they

have made in each area.
 

Part 10 (Pupil Passport): An update on the targets set the previous term,
with the provision detailed and new targets set (See Pupil Passport

Information.



Early Years Development Journal

Some children with SEND may benefit from an Early
Years Developmental Journal. This allows us to track a
child’s progress in Communication and Interaction,
Physical, PSED and Thinking.

 It is helpful when children are not able to fully access
the EYFS curriculum or are not showing progress on our
typical data trackers, and the steps they are making may
be too small. This information can be used when
supporting and interacting with the child, setting and
reviewing targets and thinking about next steps for the
child. 

At the end of each term (Autumn 2, Spring 2 and Summer
2) the statements that name with the child can
consistently do are highlighted using a different colour
each term. We can then see what stage they are working
at in each area and the age that this typically relates too. 



Interventions we offer
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